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February 8, 2005

John G. Heyer, Counsel

Committee for Purchase from People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled 1421 Jefferson Davis Highway Jefferson Plaza 2, Ste 10800 Arlington, VA  22202-3259

RE:  
Comments on the Proposed Rules Regarding the Javits-Wagner-O'Day

Program Docket #2004-01-01;  Governance Standards for Central Nonprofit Agencies Participating in the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Program, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments; 69 Fed. Reg. 65395 (November 12, 2004) 

Dear John,


Comments submitted objecting to the Proposed Rules have been detailed and specific.  Therefore, with respect for our long personal relationship, I will spare you and others the necessity of reading my reiteration or attempt to rephrase.


My position is the same as NAEPB and those member agencies that individually oppose the Proposed Rules.  I believe that the expressed concerns of the Committee for Purchase can be resolved through less extreme means.  The Proposed Rules would impinge on the rightful authority of community agency boards of directors and adversely impact the effectiveness of local governance.  Achieving appropriate accountability under the JWOD Act can be accomplished through the close cooperation among the Committee, NIB, NAEPB and the participating/producing agencies.  That productive atmosphere now exists.  Additional rules are unnecessary.


My warmest personal regards.







Respectfully,






`
WILLIAM S. THOMPSON







PRESIDENT/CEO
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