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(Received via email)

From:
Healy, Thomas [thealy@alphapointe.org]
To:
rulecomments

Sent:
Mon 2/7/2005 6:09 PM

Subject: Comments on proposed rulemaking regarding JWOD attached

Mr. John G. Heyer, Counsel

Committee for Purchase from People 

   Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled

1421 Jefferson Davis Highway

Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800

Arlington, VA 22202-3259

Please accept our attached comments.

Per:

Docket No. 2004-01-01; Governance Standards for Central nonprofit Agencies and Nonprofit Agencies Participating in the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments; 69 Fed. Reg. 65395 (November 12, 2004)

Tom Healy
President/CEO
Alphapointe Association for the Blind
 (816) 421.5848 x2022 
 FAX (816) 237.2019 Attn: Tom Healy
 thealy@alphapointe.org 
NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential or proprietary information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, immediately contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message
VIA ELECTONIC MAIL TO rulecomments@jwod.gov
February 10, 2005

Mr. John G. Heyer, Counsel

Committee for Purchase from People 

   Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled

1421 Jefferson Davis Highway

Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800

Arlington, VA 22202-3259

Re:  Docket No. 2004-01-01; Governance Standards for Central nonprofit Agencies and Nonprofit Agencies Participating in the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments; 69 Fed. Reg. 65395 (November 12, 2004)

Dear Mr. Heyer:

On behalf of Alphapointe Association for the Blind (Alphapointe), I am pleased to submit comments on the above-referenced notice of proposed rulemaking.  Alphapointe is a Kansas City based not-for-profit agency, an affiliate of the National Industries for the Blind (NIB) and a member of the National Association for the Employment of People Who Are Blind (NAEPB).  Alphapointe is in complete agreement with the comments made by Jessica C. Abrahams, on behalf of the NAEPB.
As a general reaction, I am displeased that the Committee has taken an unnecessary path which focuses on regulatory activities, as opposed to focusing on the core issues of promoting employment opportunities for visually-impaired and other severely handicapped persons. As we all know there are significant barriers in bringing JWOD products and services to the marketplace. Instead of focusing on employment, we too have had to spend a significant amount of time reviewing and responding to these proposed regulations, and we believe them to be unnecessary and based on questionable legal grounds. Alphapointe has an eighty-nine year history of providing employment and services to the community of visually impaired persons of the greater Kansas City area. We too believe in great governance. Throughout our history we have provided appropriate detail with regards to our operations. Our corporate governance has been outstanding, and we maintain an extremely qualified board of directors to assure that this high standard of operations will continue in the future. 
The proposed rulemaking will have significant impact on Alphapointe’s operations. We firmly believe that the proposed reporting requirements are duplications of currently required submissions to the Internal Revenue Service (Form 990). All salient materials requested under the new rules are already reported in the annual Form 990, made public by the IRS. The additional reports would require significant time and manpower, thus diluting dollars to provide for employment of our clients. Further, we feel that our ability to compete in the marketplace may be severely impacted by these proposed rules. We firmly believe that the requirements imposed by the proposed rulemaking are duplicative, implicate federalism concerns, and pre-empt state and local legal requirements to which the non-profit agencies are subject.
Alphapointe is hopeful that the Committee for Purchase from People Who Are Blind or Severely Handicapped will seriously consider these comments, along with the comments of the NIB, NAEPB and our fellow non-profit agencies when making a decision whether or not to continue to pursue this rulemaking. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss these comments further.
Sincerely,

(signed)

Thomas E. Healy

President & CEO
Alphapointe Association for the Blind

7501 Prospect Ave.

Kansas City, MO 64132-2103

Phone: 816-421-5848
cc: 
Ms. Katherine Astrich


Office of Management and Budget


Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs


Eisenhower Executive Office Building


725 17th Street, N.W.


Washington, DC 20502
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