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December 14, 2004

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
Committee for Purchase from People 

    Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled

1421 Jefferson Davis Highway

Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800

Arlington, VA 22202-3259

Re:  Docket No. 2004-01-01; Governance Standards for Central nonprofit Agencies and Nonprofit Agencies Participating in the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments; 69 Fed. Reg. 65395 (November 12, 2004)

Dear Sir or Madam:

On behalf of Alphapointe Association for the Blind (Alphapointe), I am pleased to submit comments on the above-referenced notice of proposed rulemaking.  Alphapointe is a Kansas City-based not-for-profit agency, an affiliate of the National Industries for the Blind (NIB) and a member of the National Association for the Employment of People Who Are Blind (NAEPB).  Alphapointe is in agreement with the comments made by the NAEPB in their letter to your office dated December 13, 2004 regarding the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, published in the Federal Register on November 12, 2004 (69 Fed. Reg. 65395). Further, we are also in complete agreement with the comments submitted by NIB, also dated December 13, 2004.

With regard to the Paperwork Reduction Act, Alphapointe agrees that the new certifications required by the Committee’s proposed rulemaking are inappropriate and duplicative.  The information requested by the Committee in the form of the new certifications is the same as that required by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on Form 990.  The Form 990 discloses publicly a non-profit agency’s finances, including administrative expenses and executive compensation.  The Form 990 is readily available to the public and to the Committee staff.  Accordingly, Alphapointe does not believe that it is necessary or appropriate for the Committee to impose additional certification requirements on JWOD participants to obtain information that is already in the public domain.  

Furthermore, Alphapointe agrees with the NAEPB’s position regarding to (a) a filing deadline of December 1 for relevant certificates as creating difficulties for agencies; (b) not agreeing with the Committee’s E.O. 12866 determination that the proposed rulemaking is not significant; and (c) disagreeing that E.O. 12988 and E.O. 13132 will have no pre-emptive effect on state and local law and regulation and that there will be no federalism implications as a result of the proposed rulemaking. We firmly believe that  the requirements imposed by the proposed rulemaking are duplicative, implicate federalism concerns, and pre-empt state and local legal requirements to which the non-profit agencies are subject.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss these comments further.  I can be reached at 816-421-5848.

Sincerely,

Thomas E. Healy

President & CEO

cc:        Janet Yandik, Information Management Specialist

            Committee for Purchase from People Who are Blind or

            Severely Disabled

            1421 Jefferson Davis Highway

            Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800

            Arlington, VA 22202-3259

            Stephen Patterson, NAEPB

            Jim Gibbons, NIB

            

