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February 04, 2005 

Mr. G. John Heyer 

The President's Committee for Purchase from 

People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled 

1421 Jefferson Davis Highway, 

Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800 

Arlington, VA, 22202-3259 

Re: Docket No.2004-01-01; Governance Standards for Central nonprofit Agencies and Nonprofit Agencies Participating in the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments; 69 Fed. Reg. 65395 (November12. 2004)

Dear Mr. Heyer: 

On behalf of Arizona Industries for the Blind, I am writing to express our opposition to the proposed notice of rulemaking (Docket No. 2004-01-01] from the President's Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled. 

Arizona Industries for the Blind was established in 1952 by Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S) § 41-1971 - § 41-1976.  Arizona Industries for the Blind is a self-funded “State” agency and as such is regulated by State of Arizona statutes, policies and procedures.  The proposed rule change will add no value to our agency or further our mission of creating, sustaining and improving employment opportunities for the Blind. The proposed rules will add cost to our operation at a time when all available dollars should be spent on accomplishing our mission.  

Furthermore, what assurances does the Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled have that increased governance will achieve the desired results?  What other alternatives have been explored?  More importantly, what exactly is the problem that is being solved by the proposed regulations?  By what authority does the Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled propose to supercede existing State statutes, policies and procedures?

The proposed rulemaking is flawed.  One size does not fit all.  All nonprofit agencies participating in the JWOD Program will be affected by the proposed rule changes, no two of which will be affected exactly the same.  We believe that it would be most appropriate for the Committee to withdraw the proposed rule changes.    

Respectfully, 

(signed)

Richard Monaco 

General Manager 

Arizona Industries for the Blind 
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