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From:
Jerry Mayfield [oljer@austin.rr.com]

To:
rulecomments

Cc:
Jerry Mayfield; Stephen Patterson; jgibbons@nib.org

Sent:
Wed 2/9/2005 4:03 AM

Subject: Proposed rulemaking

February 8, 2005

Mr. John G. Heyer

General Counsel

Committee for Purchase from People 

    Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled

1421 Jefferson Davis Highway

Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800

Arlington, VA 22202-3259

Re:  Docket No. 2004-01-01; Governance Standards for Central nonprofit Agencies and Nonprofit Agencies Participating in the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments; 69 Fed. Reg. 65395 (November 12, 2004)

 

Please see attached letter.
 

Thank you.

 

Jerry Mayfield

Travis Association for the Blind

Austin, Texas

February 8, 2005

Mr. G. John Heyer

General Counsel

Committee for Purchase from People 

    Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled

1421 Jefferson Davis Highway

Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800

Arlington, VA 22202-3259

Re:  Docket No. 2004-01-01; Governance Standards for Central nonprofit Agencies and Nonprofit Agencies Participating in the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments; 69 Fed. Reg. 65395 (November 12, 2004)

Dear Mr. Heyer,

On behalf of the Travis Association for the Blind, AKA Austin Lighthouse, and its Board of Directors, I would like to submit our opposition to Docket 2004-01-01.

· By law, every 501(c)(3) agency is required to make their Form 990 available and is submitted to the IRS each year to review in regards to executive salaries.  Although no salaried person at TAB receives anywhere near the proposed caps, we would prefer that the existing IRS rules prevail, relieving the Committee, NIB, NISH, or any other governing entity from spending their limited funds to create and enforce additional rules regarding caps.  This will allow us all to keep our attention on the task at hand – providing opportunities for persons who are vision impaired.
· Operating since 1934 with a clean slate, and audited annually by independent and highly regarded auditing firms, I would see no reason to change our procedures for reporting meeting minutes, selecting members to serve on our board, etc.  Our board has always been comprised of professionals and dedicated citizens from our community.  With the litigious society we have today, it has been a challenge in recent years to add and retain people willing to serve. We do not need to create more hurdles and pitfalls.  Again, there are already IRS rules in place to regulate potential problems in the board governance areas.  

·  The Committee must realize that there is a plethora of rules and regulations from local, state, and federal governments to which our agencies must comply.  We don’t need more.  More forms to complete means more staff members, which results in fewer dollars we can use toward our primary mission.  Raising prices of our products to our customers to cover increasing staff expenses is rarely a prudent option these days. 
· National Industries for the Blind (NIB) already has the task of routinely reviewing individual agency JWOD compliance.  Any tweaking should be done at that level.

We are requesting that the Committee withdraw the proposed rules and defer to actions taken by local, state, and federal regulatory agencies.
Jerry A. Mayfield

Executive Director

Travis Association for the Blind

Austin, Texas
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