(Received via email)
From: Jim Hughes [mailto:jphughes@dol.state.ga.us] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 01, 2005 3:04 PM

To: Info

Subject: GIB Rule Comments

Please see attachment.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GDOL CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This transmission may 

contain confidential information protected by state 

or federal law.  The information is intended only for 

use consistent with the state business discussed in 

this transmission.

If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby 

notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or 

the taking of any action based on the contents is strictly 

prohibited.  If you have received this transmission 

in error, please delete this email and notify the sender 

immediately.

Your cooperation is appreciated.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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February 1, 2005

Mr. G. John Heyer

Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind or Severely Disabled

1421 Jefferson Davis Highway

Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800

Arlington, VA  22202-3259

Ms. Katherine Astrich, Policy Analyst

Office of Management and Budget

Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs

Eisenhower Executive Office Building

725 – 17th Street, N.W.

Washington, DC  20502

RE:  Comments to the Proposed Rules Regarding the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program

Docket #2004-01-01; Governance Standards for Central Nonprofit Agencies Participating in the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Program, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Request for Comments; 69 Fed. Reg. 65395 (November 12, 2004)

Dear Mr. Heyer and Ms. Astrich:

Georgia Industries for the Blind (GIB), established by Georgia Law in 1937, was officially opened in 1949 and in 2004 celebrated its 55th year of service to employment of persons who are blind and severely visually impaired.  GIB is one of several programs in the Division of Rehabilitation Services, Georgia Department of Labor.  GIB is partially funded by the State of Georgia but depends upon generated income for over 90% of its operations.  Employees of GIB are state employees whose salary, leave and other benefits are dictated primarily by the State of Georgia.

GIB appreciates the opportunity to comment on this proposed rule and offers the following observations:
· GIB joins with many other agencies and organizations that provide employment for people who are blind or have other severe disabilities in questioning whether the “Committee for Purchase” has the authority to enact rules regulating board governance and executive compensation as such proposals appear to exceed the purpose, scope and intent of the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act.
· GIB is a state agency and as such does not suffer from a shortage of existing local, state and federal laws and policies.  In addition to being opposed to increased regulation with questionable positive effects, there is a very real concern that the proposed rule could create conflicts with existing laws and regulations.
· As is the case with all state agencies in Georgia, the business of GIB is a matter of public record.  We comply with all aspects of the Open Records Act, are routinely audited and have exacting policies regarding the use of state funds.

· GIB is the responsibility of the Georgia Commissioner of Labor, a statewide elected position.  Compensation for salaried positions is a matter of public record and is dictated by the State of Georgia through legislative and executive process.  As with other aspects of the proposed rule, additional regulation is neither needed nor desirable.

For the reasons stated above, and for reasons which GIB might submit through future comments, GIB requests that the Office of Management and Budget disapprove the information collection for this rule making and that the Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind Or Severely Disabled be stopped from implementing the regulation changes.







Respectfully Submitted,







James P. Hughes, Executive Director







Georgia Industries for the Blind

cc:  
Janet Yandik, Information Management Specialist


Committee for Purchase From People Who Are Blind or


Severely Disabled


1421 Jefferson Davis Highway


Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800


Arlington, VA  22202-3259
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